DID  YOU  KNOW... in  1987  Boston's  population  was  approximately  601,000,  the  average 
household  income  was  $26,800  and  the  mean  value  of  a single  family  home  was  $156,731. 
Boston's  parking  fine  revenues  increased  from  $3.0  million  in  1981  to  $34.7  million  in 
1987.  Boston's  residential  condominium  value  increased  by  $2.5  billion  or  258.9%  over  the 
last  five  years  and  now  represents  22.7%  of  residential  taxable  property.  These  are  some  of 
the  interesting  facts  found  in  the  Bureau's  1988  edition  of  Boston  Facts  & Figures.  This 
publication  is  a statistical  perspective  on  Boston's  government  designed  to  be  a resource 
for  those  who  follow  the  operation  of  Boston  city  government.  Boston  Facts  & Figures  is  one 
of  the  most  comprehensive  data  bases  available  to  the  Boston  community.  This  year's  edition 
consists  of  eight  sections,  each  introduced  by  a one  page  narrative  that  highlights  the 
major  points  found  in  the  section.  A current  directory  of  key  city,  county,  school  and 
state  officials  is  included.  This  Special  Report  highlights  a small  sample  of  interesting 
facts  from  this  publication.  The  full  report  will  be  sent  to  all  Bureau  members. 


DEMOGRAPHICS:  Employment  in  Boston 

for  all  sectors 

increased  by  14,030  jobs  or  2.3%  from 
fiscal  1986  to  1987.  Projections  to  the 
year  2000  estimate  an  increase  of  125,662 
jobs  over  1987  levels,  73.5%  of  which 
will  be  in  the  service  sectors. 
Approximately  1,500  million  square  feet 
of  vacant  class  A office  space  was 
available  in  Boston  in  1987,  a vacancy 


rate  of  5.2%. 

Housing  In  Boston: 

Type 

# Units 

% of  Total 

Traditional 

58,750 

22.83% 

Private  Rental 

122,350 

47.54% 

BHA  owned 

18,100 

7.03% 

Other  Public 

26,650 

10.36% 

Condominium 

31,500 

12.24% 

Grand  Total 

257,350 

According  to  the  American  Hospital 
Association,  in  1987  Boston  was  home  to 
30  long  and  short  term  care  hospitals. 

The  total  bed  capacity  for  these 
hospitals  was  8,980  and  the  utilization 
rate  was  75.0%.  Approximately  21,000 
babies  were  bom  in  five  Boston  hospitals 
in  1986. 


GOVERNMENT  FINANCES:  In  fiscal 

1988,  the 

residential  tax  rate  in  Boston  was  $10.77 
per  thousand  dollars  of  value  and  the 
commercial,  industrial  and  personal  (CIP) 
tax  rate  was  $21.66  per  thousand.  These 
rates  were  based  on  a total  taxable  value 
of  $28.8  billion  and  a property  tax  levy 
of  $451.9  million. 

Boston's  effective  tax  rate,  taxes  as  a 
percent  of  assessed  value,  for  CIP 
declined  from  3.3%  in  1984  to  2.2%  in 
1988.  The  effective  tax  rate  for 
residential  property  decreased  from  1.6% 
in  1984  to  1.0%  in  1988. 

Shown  is  Boston's  1988  planned  spending. 
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EXPENDITURES:  In  the  six  years  from 

fiscal  1981,  Boston's 
general  fund  operations  increased  by 
33.0%,  10.9%  in  fiscal  1987  alone.  City 
departmental  spending  during  these  years 
increased  by  A3. 6%,  schools  by  17.2%, 
Suffolk  County  by  69.1%  and  pensions  by 
74.5%.  Converting  to  constant  1981 
dollars,  city  departmental  spending 
actually  increased  by  14.2%  and  Suffolk 
County  by  34.4%  while  school  spending 
decreased  by  6.9%.  The  graph  below 
illustrates  current  and  constant  dollar 
expenditures  since  1981. 

GENERAL  FUND  EXPENDITURES 


CURRENT  VS  CO»sfSTANT  0O.--ARS 


REVENUES:  In  fiscal  1987,  the 

City  of  Boston 

generated  revenues  of  $1.1  billion,  an 
increase  of  33.3%  since  1981  and  10.1% 
over  1986.  The  chart  below  illustrates 
the  general  fund  revenue  distribution. 

GENERAL  FUND  REVENUE 

riacJ  1«87 


SCHOOLS:  During  the  1987-88 

school  year, 

approximately  55,000  students  attended  119 
Boston  Public  Schools.  An  additional 
1,133  students  attended  private,  special 
education  facilities.  Total  school  staff 
consisted  of  8,214  employees. 


PERSONNEL:  The  number  of  city 

and  county  personnel 

increased  by  635  or  5.2%  during  the  Flynn 
Administration's  first  term.  The  chart 
below  illustrates  the  distribution  of 
City  of  Boston  employees. 


In  fiscal  1988,  the  average  cost  per  pupil 
was  approximately  $5,800.  Salaries  were 
the  largest  single  expense  item  in  the 
school  budget,  accounting  for  68.7%  of  the 
total.  With  employee  benefits  included, 
more  than  three-quarters  of  the  school 
budget  was  dedicated  to  personal  services. 
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CITY  DEBT:  As  of  June  1,  1988, 

the  City's  net  direct 
debt  per  capita  was  $578.30,  a decrease 
of  22.8%  per  capita  from  1986.  At  this 
time,  26.3%  of  direct  debt  is  for  public 
buildings,  22.9%  for  urban  redevelopment, 
16.0%  for  general  purposes,  14.5%  for 
schools,  12.1%  for  public  works,  3.6%  for 
parking,  2.9%  for  economic  development 
and  1.7%  for  Suffolk  County. 


ASSESSING:  Boston  has  relied  on 

new  construction 

to  mitigate  the  property  ta>:  limitations 
of  Proposition  2 1/2.  In  the  past  three 
fiscal  years,  the  City's  property  tax  levy 
has  increased  by  8.6%,  6.9%  and  7.1% 
respectively.  Two-thirds  of  the  levy 
increase  during  that  time  was  due  to  new 
growth  in  Boston,  primarily  new  commercial 
construction.  The  distribution  of 
property  by  class  is  shown  below. 
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